
 

 
 
 

Newsletter 23 – 2nd March 2026 
 

Knowledge begins with respect for God (Proverbs 1:7) 
 

This half-term’s value is ‘Forgiveness’ (Ephesians 4:32) 
 

World Book Day  
A reminder that we will be celebrating World Book Day this 
Thursday, 5th March. On this day children are encouraged to 
wear comfortable clothes for reading in – we did this last 
year and it saved parents buying anything special or worrying 
about costumes!  
 

If your child would like to dress up as a book character, they 
are very welcome to do so. 

Breakfast Club – Cashless trial 
From next week, 9th March, we would like to trial online payments for breakfast 
club.  Instead of paying cash each day/week you will be able to pay using our 
online payment system, SchoolMoney, using the Teachers2Parents app.  At the 
end of each week the amount owing for the days your child has attended that 
week will appear on the payment tab. 

School Photographer 
The school photographer will be in school next Thursday (12th March) to take 
photographs of individual children.  
 

For many years we have arranged for family group photos to be taken but we 
have noticed that hardly any parents or carers have bought these. This also 
causes quite a bit of disruption to children’s learning, so from this year, we are 
doing things differently.  
 

Family group photos will no longer be taken automatically. If you have more than 
one child in school and you would like a photo of them taken together, you will 
need to bring them to school between 8.00 – 8.20am on the above date. Please 
only do this if you intend to buy the photos.  
 

As usual, there will be the opportunity for parents to bring 
pre-school brothers and sisters in between 8.00 – 8.20am 
to be included in family group photos. For safeguarding 
purposes, parents need to report to the main office, not 
through the breakfast club or classroom doors.  
 

Please note that this is ONLY for pre-school brothers and 
sisters, not older children who do not attend St Matthew’s. 



School Meals 
A big thank you to all the parents and carers who regularly order their child’s 
school meals and pays for them in advance – your help in this matter is greatly 
appreciated.  
 

Sitting down with your child to choose their lunches together makes sure that 
they will get something they will particularly enjoy. This ensures that your child 
eats a good amount at lunchtime; something very important for their health and 
wellbeing, as well as their concentration in their afternoon lessons.  
 

Remember to click the ‘Pay’ button after making your choices, even if you don’t 
pay for your child’s meals. This saves your choices.  

Scholastic Book Club 
You will remember that at our Parents’ Evening in December, we held a Book Fair. 
The company behind this, Scholastic, is providing parents and carers with another 
opportunity to buy books at discounted prices. As this week is World Book Day 
week, this is a great opportunity for you to treat your child and support school as 
we seek to show children that reading is fun and a great alternative to too much 
screen time!  

Go to https://clubs.scholastic.co.uk/C-24264MV4 to browse the latest books and 
order online. For every £1 you spend in the Book Club, our school will earn 20p in 
Scholastic Rewards.  
 

Orders need to be placed online by March 20th, 2026.  

Best wishes 
 

  
Julian Rogers 
Headteacher 

Attached to this newsletter: 
• This month’s online safety newsletter – please read this to 

keep yourself as up to date as possible. 
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This week’s Amazing Achievers! 
 

You’ve Been Spotted! 
Children who have been demonstrating one of our 

school values: 
 

Zinab Solaiman Khil & Tehmina Patel – Robins  
Maryam Nakhuda – Woodpeckers 

Abeera Chaudry - Kingfishers 
Deen Hussain – Swallows 

Mikail Hussain – Doves 
 Zara Malik – Owls 

Zakariya Faqir - Kestrels  
Aminah Farooq – Hawks 
Subhan Nain – Falcons 
Azaan Hussain – Eagles 

Headteacher’s Award 
Children chosen for a special achievement: 

 

Alayna Shafiq & Amirah Bhamjee – Robins 
Maliha Khan – Woodpeckers  
Idrees Chothia - Kingfishers 
Haaniya Farooq – Swallows 

Muhammadhusayn Sathia – Doves 
Ahmed Hassan – Owls 

Humairah Bhamjee – Kestrels 
Safaa Zaman – Hawks 
Malik Hasan – Falcons 
Yahya Hooti – Eagles 

Recent Reading Badges 
 
 

Swallows 
Mustafa Ibrar – Topaz 

 

Doves 
Zahra Akhtar - Pearl 

 

Hawks 
Hooria Abbas, Salman Khaled, Ahmad Mahmood  

& Anayah Patel – Ruby 
Safaa Zaman – Bronze Star 

Mariya Bismillah – Silver Star 
Umar-Farooq Chothia, Fatima Geloo & Rehan Khan – Gold 

Star 

Remarkable Readers 
 

Children who have impressed their 
teachers with their reading this 

week: 
 

M. Aaron Patel - Woodpeckers 
Zoya Satia – Kingfishers 

Salahuddin Nawaz – Swallows 
Rayhan Rizwan – Doves 
Amna Hussain – Owls 

Aaishah Sidat – Kestrels 
Zakariyya Motala – Hawks 

M. Abdul-Qadir Hussain – Falcons 
Haniya Shaikh – Eagles 

Mrs Martin’s Class of the Week: 
Woodpeckers 

Mr Ulhaq’s Ultimate Achiever: 
Adam Sabir (Woodpeckers) 

Mr Richardson’s Lunchtime Awards: 
Shehryar Ahmed (Swallows) & Jumaanah Isa (Kestrels)  

 

Last Week’s Attendance 
 

 Best attendance Best punctuality 

Infants Robins & Swallows Robins 

Juniors Eagles Falcons 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
  



 

 


