
Curriculum News:


English: 


This term we will be reading an African based narrative, enjoying a story by a significant author, linking to our Topic about the ancient kingdom of Benin. We will participate in discussions; write an observational poem, and a descriptive short story. 


We begin each unit by becoming immersed in texts and will then begin to generate our own ideas for writing, leading to our own independent writing outcomes. Our English lessons also include weekly grammar and spelling activities, including a weekly spelling test and handwriting sessions. 





Mathematics:


This term, the children will focus on Number and Measure during the first few weeks of term, moving on to calculating fractions and percentages of quantities. We will be placing fractions, decimals and percentages on number lines and problem solving. We will also spend time developing our Geometry skills. Please continue to support your child with learning their times tables and any other maths homework. 


Rapid recall of times table facts really speeds up the children’s mental methods. It is also important for them to know basic conversions of measure (metric and imperial) and to be able to multiply and divide by 10, 100 and 1000.





Science: 


In science, the children will study Materials and their Properties. The children will group materials according to their properties and learn the changes that take place when materials are exposed to particular conditions. 





History and Geography 


The children will be studying the Kingdom of Benin. They will be learning about this historical civilisation and how it developed into a thriving kingdom until the mid-19th century. 


We will be studying whereabouts in the world it is, by using Digimaps, atlases and Google Earth.  Children will be learning 8 points of a compass, and significant geographical features of the world, such as: longitude, latitude and climates of Africa.








Computing: This term, the children will be learning about Online Safety and spreadsheets. They will learn how to keep safe online and to create various graphs using Google Sheets. They will also continue to become more confident using Google Docs by learning how to insert different types of graphs and tables. 





RE: Our topics for this term are Jesus (The Teacher) and Easter (Victory). In the first unit, we will read about the actions of Jesus including the many miracles he performed. We will reflect upon how Jesus is teaching us to be more like God. In the second unit, we will look at the meaning of Easter and how Christians see victory in the events of Jesus’ resurrection. 





Art and DT: 


In Art, we will look at historical artefacts of Benin, famous for their arts and crafts, particularly their bronze work. Children will get the chance to sketch and shade 3D drawings of these artefacts. Later in the term, we will be looking at African prints and designing our own colourful repeated patterns and print them onto fabric.


In DT, children will have the chance to participate in woodwork, when we they will be tasked to design, make and evaluate a woodwork project.





PE: 


The first half term, the children will develop their dance skills. They will work on moving to rhythm and beat of various popular dance moves through history, as they have a chance to experience the evolution of dance from the 1920s through to present day. 


After this, children will be learning about their own physical fitness and how they could improve their fitness levels through exercise and healthy eating. A member of Blackburn Rovers Community Trust will lead these sessions.





Music: 


The children will be learning new skills through the unit ‘The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air’ and will watch a performance by the Halle Orchestra.





Spanish:


The children will be learning more vocabulary and conversational skills relating to the topics of Sports and Weather.














