Newsletter 16 - 5" January 2026

Knowledge begins with respect for God (Proverbs 1:7)

This half-term’s value is ‘Compassion’ (Colossians 3:12)

Welcome to the Spring Term 2026!

| hope you enjoyed a lovely holiday with your families.

Attendance

At the end of last term | sent out attendance information to the parents and carers of each child
in school. | would like to thank the parents and carers of all the children who received a tick
against the dark green (Best chance of success) or light green (Very good chance of success)
emojis on that sheet - these children’s attendance gave them a great foundation to be
successful in their learning last term. Out of 262 children, 191 were in these two positive
categories.

If your child received a tick against the orange emoji (Less chance of
success), please be aware that your child missed a noticeable number
of days of learning last term. 35 children were in this category.

Moving down the categories, 22 out of 262 children received a tick

against the orange emoji (Harder to make progress). These children’s A A AT R e
attendance is becoming a cause for concern and needs to improve this NIFR ) 1 R
term. SCHOOL+YOU = SUCCESS >

Finally, 14 children out of 262 were in the ‘Persistent absentee’ category. These children are in
real danger of not making good progress this year and parents and carers of these children
should make improving their children’s attendance a top priority for this term.

Every day really does matter - just missing one day can create gaps in children’s learning that
can have real consequences later on.

Staffing News

| would like to congratulate Mrs Greaves (previously Miss Galvin), who got married during the
Christmas holidays. I'm sure that it will take a while for us all to get used to the change of
name! | would also like to welcome Miss Threllfall to the Robins’ class, following Mrs Harker’s
departure at the end of the autumn term.

Term Dates
This term we have our half term break from Monday 16" February to Friday
20" February and the last day of term is Friday 27" March 2026.

Please bear these dates in mind when booking holidays and trips abroad to
avoid your children missing any valuable learning time.

Class Newsletters

Your child will soon be bringing home a class newsletter for the spring term with important
information about homework, PE days etc. Please read this carefully. Class newsletters are
also available on the class pages on our school website.




Autumn Term Progress Certificate winners
Here are the children who were chosen to receive a certificate for making great progress in
either Reading, Writing or Maths last term:

CLASS READING WRITING MATHS
ROBINS Sheema Bhamjee Shurahbeel Mohammed Mariyah Munshi
WOODPECKERS Aliza Chaudry Diwa Sharif M. Yahya Latif
KINGFISHERS Amna Kauser M. Awais Aftab Nina Hasan
SWALLOWS Sara Bhamjee Mustafa lbrar Bushra Kousar
DOVES Azaan Ali M. Ameen Awan Zahra Akhtar
OWLS Nathan Szileczki Abdul Rehman Igra Aziz
KESTRELS Zakei Ullah Aaishah Sidat Mohammed Essa Hussain
HAWKS Sara Slonka Adam Chopdat Zinedine Zaman
FALCONS Aliyah Malik Ritaj EL Morchidi Subhan Atiq
EAGLES Benin Jafar Shan Akhtar Imaan Zohaib

Best wishes

Julian Rogers

Online Safety Newsletter

January’s online safety newsletter is attached to this newsletter.

Headteacher
Last Week’s Attendance
Best attendance Best punctuality
Infants Kingfishers Swallows
Juniors Falcons Owls
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Instagram Teen
Accounts - update

You must be over 13 years of age to
set up an account. Instagram is used
to post photos and videos as well as
send direct messages, make
voice/video calls, and send
disappearing messages.

Teen accounts are automaticalby set
up for users aged 13 —17. Instagram
have announced that teens will now
see content similar to content that
they would see in a PG-13 movie.

Instagram have also updated their
policies around content to include
“hiding or not recommending posts
with strong language, certain risky
stunts, and additional content that
could encourage potentially harmful
behaviors"

Finally, for parents who would like to

apply more stringent settings,
Instagram are also introducing a new,
stricter setting called ‘Limited
Content.’ This setting will mean your
child is not able to see, leave, or
receive comments under posts as
well.

You can read about the updates here;
https./fabout.instagram.com/blog/fan
nouncementsfinstagram-teen-
content-safety-pg-13
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Playing games online

Does your child play games online? We have
outlined some risks that you should consider:

Chatting to strangers [ risk of inappropriate
language

Some games will allow communication via text
chat, direct messages or chatting. Some games
do offer the ability to switch communication off and/or the option to
restrict bad language, so make sure settings appropriate to your child are
applied. If your child is playing online with strangers, then you need to be
aware that there is a risk of grooming. Some games do allow you to restrict
communication to ‘friends only,” however you would need to monitor that
their online friends are real life friends. It can be difficult to moderate
online chat so ensure yvour child knows how to block and report other

players.

Cyberbullying

It can be very easy online for children to behave in a way that they would
not if they were face to face. Talk to your child about how they speak to
others online and encourage them to talk to people online with respect.
Other forms of eyberbullying whilst playing games could be excluding
others, criticising the ability of other players and ganging up on others.

In app purchases

Many games include the option to purchase additional items/ subscriptions
50 ensure you do hot have payment cards saved or set up restrictions/ a
password to approve purchases,

What can | do?

. Set up parental controls - as well as setting up appropriate parental
controls through the game's settings, ensure you have set them up on the
console/device your child is playing on.

. Check age ratings - before buying the game, check that your child is
old enough to play it. All games will either have a PEGI rating or be rated by
the App Store/Google Play.

. Chat to your child regularly about the risks above so that they are
aware of what can happen online and remind them to always talk to you or
a trusted adult if they have any concerns

Further information

CEOP provides further guidance and support regarding this topic:
https:/fwww.ceopeducation.co.uk/parents/articles/samin



Family Smart Start

Family Smart Start is a free

toolkit designed to help you and your
child navigate the milestone of getting
their first phone. The toolkit

provides support on how to set up their
new phone, how to talk to your child
about digital safety and a template
family agreement. Find out more here:

Snapchat is a popular social media app used for
messaging and sharing photos and videos. You
must be 13+ to sign up. Users can send messages
(shaps) to others that are only seen for a set time,
and users can also upload snaps to stories, which
disappear after 24 hours.

Key Concerns
There are potential risks such as:

* the risk of your child viewing content that
is not appropriate for their age.
location sharing (via Snap Map).
cyberbullying.
contact from strangers.
excessive screen time — children may have
a fear of missing out (FOMO) as well as pressure to maintain
“streaks”.

* “disappearing” messages can lead to more risky behaviour and a
“false sense of security.” These messages could be screenshot or
another device used to take a photo, 5o they're not actually
deleted as the sender believes. The image could then be shared.

* inapp purchases.

https:/familysmartstart.com,

Parental Controls f Safety settings
Snapchat's Family Centre is a set of parental controls and includes tools
such as allowing you to:
*  see who your child is friends with.
* see who your child has sent messages (not the contents of
conversations though), photos or videos to in the last week.
*  view a list of group members for groups that your child has been
active in.
* restrict content to limit access.
®  report any accounts that you are concerned about.

You can learn more about Family Centre here;
https://parents.shapchat.com/parental-controls?lang=en-GB

If your child is using Snapchat, then make sure the appropriate privacy
settings are set up, including who can see their location and who can
contact them. Also ensure your child knows how to block and report other
users if necessary:
https:/fhelp.snapchat.com/he/en-gh/articles/7012343074580-How-do-I-
change-my-privacy-settings-on-Snapchat

More information
For more detailed advice and information:
*  hitps://parentzone.org.uk/article/snapchat

*  https://parents.snapchat.com/safeguards-for-teens Would you like to read this newsletter
in a different language? You can use the
translate tool on our web version:

Users gf this guide do so ot their own discretion. No lighility is entered into. Current as af the
dote released 01.01.25. The inclusion af any links does not imply any affiliation with ar
endorsement af the linked websites, documents, or wideos, nor are we claiming any ownership
or copyright in the content af the linked materials.




