St Matthew’s Church of England Primary School
Writing Policy 2026-2027

Our Mission Statement: 
We aim to provide a positive learning experience in a safe and respectful environment. We strive to teach an inspiring and inclusive curriculum that promotes a love of learning. As a Christian school, we endeavour to develop the spiritual and moral values of all members of the St. Matthew’s family, and a meaningful, loving relationship with God. We want our children to be cheerful and independent individuals who reach their potential and are proud of their achievements. We hope to develop confident, caring citizens who are well prepared to enjoy happy and rewarding lives.
Our motto: Live, Love, Learn

Policy Statement and Rationale
This policy reflects St Matthew’s Primary School’s aims and objectives in relation to the teaching and learning of English. It sets out a broad framework within which teaching staff can operate and outlines principles of planning, teaching and assessment. 
This policy is reflection of our commitment to deliver excellence in teaching and to act in accordance with, or to exceed, statutory requirements. It should be read in conjunction with the 2014 National Curriculum, the 2026 DfE Writing Framework and the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework, which set out the rationale for teaching each area of the English curriculum and specify the skills to be developed by the majority of pupils in each year group. 
Our writing curriculum is designed to provide a broad and balanced education that meets the needs of all children. We follow the award-winning Ready Steady Write from Literacy Counts to develop confident, independent and successful writers with high aspirations. Our writing curriculum is research-informed and impact-proven, carefully designed to support all children to master the foundational skills and write for a clear audience and purpose. Through the use of high-quality, vocabulary-rich texts, we provide exciting and meaningful reasons to write. Children are immersed in literature and taught to craft their writing with precision, using a range of pedagogical approaches, including sentence accuracy, modelled writing and shared writing, as well as regular opportunities for editing. We value spoken language as a foundation for writing. Through structured talk, drama and vocabulary exploration, children learn how to organise and express their ideas clearly before writing them down. Our aim is for every child – regardless of need – to write fluently and take pride in their work. We want our pupils to leave primary school as enthusiastic writers, ready for the next stage of their education.

Writing in the Early Years Foundation Stage
In the Early Years, we use ‘Ready Steady Write’ by Literacy Counts to teach writing and introduce our children to a variety of quality texts and vocabulary. By following ‘Ready Steady Write’ in EYFS, it creates for a smooth and consistent transition into Year 1 where the scheme will continue to be followed. Our children then continue to develop their skills and vocabulary learned in the EYFS to begin their writing journey in Key Stage 1. In the Early Years, children are encouraged to attempt their own emergent writing and their efforts are valued and praised. As their phonic knowledge increases, this will be reflected in their writing. At the same time, their knowledge of key words is supported through reading and writing activities, including shared reading and writing.
 A wide variety of opportunities are provided for children to engage in writing activities. Amongst these are: 
• Shared writing 
• Role-play (e.g. an office or restaurant) 
• Labels 
• Recipes 
• Lists 
• Making books 
• Writing letters/cards 
• Menus 
• Instructions 

Through engaging in these activities, children become aware that writing is used for a range of purposes. They distinguish it from drawing and learn the left to right convention of writing in English. A variety of resources are used to encourage the development of fine motor control which is essential for good handwriting. These include playdough, cutting, threading and tracing. Within the Foundation Stage, both the indoor and outdoor environment include resources to support the children’s mark making, drawing and writing. 
Staff involve themselves in the children’s mark making by modelling the process and by helping to order the children’s thoughts. Writing can take place at any point in the day and in any area of the EYFS setting. 




Writing in KS1 and KS2
We use ‘Ready Steady Write’ by Literacy Counts as our English scheme of work. Ready Steady Write empowers teachers to provide high-quality teaching of writing through high-quality literature. These detailed units of work focus on engaging, vocabulary-rich texts, with a wealth of writing opportunities within and across the curriculum. They provide: 
• Clear sequential episodes of learning 
• Vocabulary learning and contextualised spelling, grammar and punctuation 
• Wider reading for the wider curriculum 
• Example Texts linked to writing outcomes 
• A wealth of supporting resource 

Our English curriculum is developed around a sequence of high-quality age-appropriate texts, using Literacy Count’s ‘Ready Steady Write’ units of learning. We use each book to create opportunities to:
 • develop grammar and punctuation knowledge and understanding to use and apply across the wider curriculum, through sentence accuracy sessions; 
• explore the writing structure and features of different genres, identifying the purpose and audience; 
• plan and write an initial piece of writing with a clear context and purpose before evaluating the effectiveness of writing by editing and redrafting. 

Building on this foundation, we teach English using a range of strategies which include: 
• Group Discussion – Children discuss and interrogate new ideas in a small group or whole class setting. They listen to and value each other’s ideas whilst taking on board feedback so as to improve their own explanations. 
• Partner Talk – Children work in partners to discuss their ideas. They are able to explain their ideas about texts they have read and prepare their ideas before they write. 
• Questioning – Teachers use a range of questioning strategies to establish children’s current understanding and develop their learning. 
• Modelled Writing – Teachers model writing and editing to demonstrate the high expectations they have. They verbally ‘think aloud’ in order to make the writing process explicit and provide a rich and varied vocabulary for the children to utilise in their own work. This happens daily, through sentence accuracy. 
• Shared Writing – Teachers use the ideas from the children to create shared pieces of writing. This enables the children to see the writing process in action as well as having pride and ownership over the finished piece. 
• Editing – All children are signposted to regular opportunities for reviewing and editing their own and the work of others. 
• Working Walls – Teachers and children regularly update working walls to ensure learning is documented within a unit of work. Class teachers ensure that the writing process is clearly evident on working walls, with modelled examples being available to all pupils as the sequence of lessons develops. 

Planning
The entire writing curriculum is mapped out on coverage and progression documents which are easily accessible for all staff to refer to. The ‘Ready Steady Write’ units include all of the resources needed for each lesson in order for the teacher to plan and deliver lessons. There are a range of scaffolds and supporting resources provided for teachers to use and adapt the units to meet the specific needs of their children. There are assessment proformas provided which are completed half termly to identify next steps for children. Each half term, classes focus on one quality text which is used to support the children within their learning and help them to develop their language and vocabulary. Within each unit (half termly), there are a number of incidental writing opportunities as well as 2 or 3 independent writing outcomes. 
We follow these four phases when teaching the English units in school: 
• Immerse – During this phase the focus is on creating interest and engaging the children through role play, making predictions and exploring the vocabulary used. 
• Analyse – In this phase, we begin to think like a writer. We find and discuss the writer’s knowledge of vocabulary and punctuation used and identify the impact that it has upon the reader. 
• Plan – Children are taught how to gather ideas for their own writing before completing an independent plan for their writing outcome which will follow. 
• Write – In this last phase, the children complete an independent piece of writing based on the genre they have been focusing on. 

The teacher will model how to think and write like a writer but with a focus different to that of the children. Throughout this phase, the children are given time to edit their work.
Inclusion 
Children with English as an additional language: At St Matthew’s, we have a high percentage of children with English as an additional language, therefore, it is vital that these children have English modelled accurately by all staff at school. Collaborative work with peers (where English is their first language) is essential and EAL children should be provided with consistent opportunities for this verbal interaction. All teachers include a range of strategies to support children with EAL which includes: 
• Teacher and peer modelling and consistent use of visual support 
• Repetition and recasting of language features 
• Word banks and scaffolded speaking and listening activities 
• Resources that include images to secure language understanding 
• Use of technology to support interpretation of Example Texts Teachers work with the SENDCO to best meet the needs of individuals within their classes. Children who are new to English are assessed and language intervention is in place to help them make progress. 
Children with Special Educational Needs
Some children experience learning difficulties, which affect their progress in English. Class teachers inform the SENDCo if they are concerned that a child may have underlying learning difficulties. Support can include: 
• Scaffolds and supports to develop writing ideas and language acquisition
• Technology to support the generation of ideas, develop words banks and plan and write 
• Explicit instruction, including the modelling of sentences, paragraphs, planning and editing – with opportunities for the children to practice modelled techniques 
• A focus on cognitive and metacognitive strategies to help children articulate their learning 
• Flexible groupings to ensure peer support and appropriate level of challenge 

Confident and competent writers
Children are given opportunities to deepen their knowledge in writing and to effectively draw upon their reading when constructing texts. Lesson plans for Ready Steady Write include appropriate challenges and these are considered when delivering lessons.
Grammar and Punctuation 
A progression document has been mapped out to cover age-appropriate grammar and/or punctuation focuses linked to each unit based on the genre or text type for each year group. At the start of each English lesson, all classes complete short, sharp grammar sessions known as ‘sentence accuracy’. This is recommended through the ‘Ready Steady Write’ writing scheme and it allows skills to be taught and secured through a ‘little and often’ approach. For each unit, there are 4–5 grammar focuses which are repeated weekly until the end of each unit so that they are frequently revisited. At the start of the lesson, the teacher will introduce the grammar focus, model how to apply that focus into a sentence and then allow the children to create their own sentence including the grammar focus. Live feedback is given to pupils throughout this part of the lesson. This sentence accuracy part of the lesson should last between 7 to 10 minutes.
Spelling
At St Matthew’s we believe that all our children can become fluent, confident, and competent spellers. We encourage our pupils to think and write creatively, be adventurous with their use of language and to write with clear purpose and for pleasure. For these aims to be realised, our pupils must learn the knowledge and skills to spell accurately. We want our pupils to be equipped with the knowledge and range of strategies for learning spelling and to be able to apply their strategies when spelling words in their writing. 
To ensure this happens we teach using Ready Steady Spell. This is a systematic spelling program which covers all the National Curriculum objectives cyclically.
The progression document systematically develops children’s understanding of morphological and phonological spelling knowledge and rules, as appropriate, and builds upon previous learning incrementally as they move through school. Children are also taught a range of engaging and interactive strategies which can be used to support recall of spellings and moving spellings into the Long-Term Working Memory. Ready Steady Spell also supports in transition into Y6 through the use of spelling booklets, children identifying own misspelling and the teaching of editing skills in Year 6 term 2.
Years 2-6
· In Year 2, spelling is taught 5 times a week. This begins in the first week of the Autumn term.
· In KS2, spelling is taught 3 times per week. This begins in the first week of the Autumn term.
· Built into the program is a review session every week, alongside regular review and assessment weeks, so that we have a clear understanding of where our children are at and what further teaching, they may need to allow them early success. 
· The daily sessions include a clear 4-part lesson, Revisit/Revise, Teach, Practice and Apply and cover Statutory Word List words, strategies to support remembering the spellings, teaching of rules where appropriate and application into writing.
· In summer 2 for Year 4, and Spring 1 and 2 and Summer 1 terms for Year 6, revision weeks are built into Ready Steady Spell which link directly to the end of KS2 content domains.
· In Year 6 Summer 2 term Ready Steady Spell provides support for transition and children identifying their own misspellings, using spelling journals, editing writing etc. 
We send home parent sheets weekly which provide the words for the spelling tests and the strategies that have been suggested to support their learning. These will be discussed, explained, and shared with parents so that home-school links can be developed and so that parents are clear on the best ways to support their child(ren) in embedding spellings. 
Handwriting
Handwriting is an essential part of pupils’ literacy development. We aim for all pupils to develop a fluent, legible and increasingly automatic handwriting style. We recognise that fluent handwriting supports pupils in recording and communicating their ideas effectively and contributes to their confidence as writers.
The school uses Letter-join as its handwriting programme. Letter-join provides a consistent progression in letter formation, joining, handwriting fluency and presentation from the Early Years Foundation Stage through Key Stage 2.
Teachers follow the school's agreed Letter-join progression and use the programme's resources to support whole-class teaching, modelling, guided practice and independent application
EYFS: developing fine-motor control, correct pencil grip and letter formation; writing letters and numbers with increasing control. 
Year 1: forming lower-case and capital letters correctly 
Year 2: developing consistent letter formation, size and spacing and beginning to join letters where appropriate.
KS2: developing speed, fluency, consistency and an individual but legible handwriting style.
Handwriting is taught explicitly and regularly. Teachers model letter formation and joins using the agreed Letter-join style and terminology. Pupils are given opportunities to practise newly taught formations before applying them in words, sentences and their wider written work. Teachers reinforce correct posture, pencil grip, paper position, letter formation, size, spacing and joining throughout the school day, not only during dedicated handwriting lessons.
Handwriting expectations apply across the curriculum. Pupils should be encouraged to transfer the skills developed during handwriting lessons to their independent writing in English and across other subjects. Teachers should recognise and celebrate improvements in handwriting and provide specific feedback where presentation, formation, spacing or fluency needs further development.
Teachers assess handwriting through observation, classwork and pupils' independent writing. Where pupils experience difficulties, teachers identify the specific aspect of handwriting requiring support and provide appropriate additional practice or intervention, using Letter-join resources where appropriate. Progress should be monitored alongside pupils' wider writing development.
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