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  Welcome to Woodpeckers’ class; 





Creative Curriculum (ICT, Art, DT, Geography, History):


Our topic for this term will be ‘Best of British!’ We will learn all about the different countries that make up Great Britain and also about main towns and cities. We will find out where Blackburn is and learn our address. We will also be looking at the different countries that make up the United Kingdom and looking closely at maps of the United Kingdom. 





As well as this, the children will be enhancing their map and ICT skills by using maps/atlases and Google Earth software to find certain locations. 





We will also use Art and Design Technology to further enhance our knowledge of this topic by painting portraits and enjoying afternoon tea by making our own sandwiches. 





PE: (every Tuesday)


PE will take place on Thursday. Please ensure your child’s PE kit is in school! For safety reasons, jewellery is not to be worn, so please remove any items before they come to school, as it is school policy. Thank you.  A professional sports specialist will teach games and dance this term. They will teach skills, techniques and knowledge of different types of P.E. activities. 





RE:


We will be learning about Harvest during the first half term. We will look at what it means and harvest traditions around the world. 


We will also look at what harvest means in Judaism and compare it to Christianity. 





Computing


We will be learning to use the internet safely, and learn our own login details to access safe websites to use our Chromebooks more effectively. We will also be looking at Google Classrooms to become more confident and independent users. 
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English


As well as our ongoing reading, grammar and spelling work, we will be studying a wonderful book called ‘Old Bear’ by Jane Hissey. We will be learning how to find and write story sentences and message sentences.


We will continue to learn our spelling and grammar through our sentence accuracy in lessons.


In phonics we will be recapping on phases 3 and 4 phonics sounds using our new scheme ‘Ready Steady Phonics’. This includes consonant digraphs such as sh, ch, th and ng as well as the vowel digraphs ai, ee, igh, oa, and oo as well as many more. Once the children are secure at this level, we will begin to learn more complex sounds.





Maths


In Maths, we will be looking at a range of topics. We will learn to:





Count, read and write numbers up to 100 in numerals and from 1-20 in numerals and words.


Begin to recognise the place value of numbers beyond 20 and to create repeating patterns with numbers, objects and shapes.


Recognise odd and even numbers. 


Number bonds and addition and subtraction facts to 20 will also be introduced. 


Compare and measure heights and weights and recognise and name 2D and 3D shapes and coins. 


Read clocks to the hour and half hour. 


Understand fractions as part of a whole and find and name half and a quarter of an object, shape or quantity.








Science:


In Science, we will be learning about: Animals including Humans and how we change as we grow, then moving on to exploring Seasonal Changes (including weather) later in the term.
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Other information





READING


Reading is a vital skill. Your child will bring home a reading book every night. We would appreciate your support in hearing your child read regularly and returning the book and signed record to school the following day. Asking them questions about what they have read is a great way to help them develop their skills and understanding.


Please sign the reading record book every time you have listened to your child read. For every 4 signatures, your child will receive a stamp towards a reading badge. 





HOMEWORK AND SPELLINGS


We set homework each Friday; this should be completed and returned the following Thursday. The homework will be closely linked the work we have been completing in class.





We also send home spellings every Friday, these will be tested the following week, and a new set of words will then be given.





Your child will sometimes be set homework on Purple Mash or Mathletics; to access this, go to the link below 





� HYPERLINK "https://app.mylogin.com/login/st-matthew-s-church-of-england-primary-school-bb1-1df" �https://app.mylogin.com/login/st-matthew-s-church-of-england-primary-school-bb1-1df�





and scan your child’s QR code in the front of their reading record.





We hope you find this information newsletter useful and that it enables you to have some insight into what your child will be doing at school this term. We look forward to working with you to ensure that this first term in the Woodpeckers’ class continues to build on the firm foundations the children have built in the Robins’ Class. Thank you for your support.





If you have any questions then please do not hesitate to contact myself or contact the school office to arrange a telephone call at a mutually convenient time. 





Mrs Marchment.


 





























